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In this remarkable memoir, Athol Fugard, author of The Road to Mecca, A Lesson From Aloes,
Master Harold...and the boys, Valley Song and numerous other works for the stage, paints a
moving study of his early years in South Africa. Cousins focuses on Fugard's relationship with
his two cousins and their impact, which led the author to a lifelong pursuit of a writing career.

In this poignant memoir, noted South African playwright Athol Fugard pays tribute to two
relatives who inspired him to write. His slightly older cousin Johnnie played the piano while Athol
improvised accompanying words for performance pieces they called "musical stories." When his
troubled cousin Garth Fugard confesses his homosexuality, Athol, realizing that he had already
guessed this, had his "first experience of that most essential of all writers' faculties--intuition."
The book also contains intriguing explications of the autobiographical elements in works from
Blood Knot to Master Harold ... and the Boys. --This text refers to the hardcover edition.From
Library JournalThis memoir by South African playwright Fugard (e.g., Master Harold & the Boys)
tells of his childhood relationships with two older cousins, Johnnie and Garth. Each influenced
Fugard in different ways that both encouraged him to write and also became grist for his plays.
Johnnie, a maternal cousin, fired the playwright's interest in music and performance. To entertain
customers at his parents' tea room, young Fugard told stories set to the music of his cousin's
inspired piano playing. Garth, on the other hand, was the ne'er-do-well cousin from the "wicked"
side of the Fugard family. He was an adventurer and wanderer who appeared only when out of
luck and money. A readable gem of a memoir that also reveals much of the culture of white
South Africa in mid-century, this is highly recommended wherever literay memoirs are popular.?
Katherine K. Koenig, Ellis Sch., PittsburghCopyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This
text refers to the hardcover edition.From Kirkus ReviewsMemories of two male relatives whom
the noted South African playwright believes helped inspire him to write, mingled with bittersweet
recollections of his youth, in a poignant but underdeveloped memoir. Fugard idolized his slightly
older Cousin Johnnie, a maternal relative from the tightly knit Afrikaner side of the family.
Johnnie's piano playing ``stirred up wonderfully turbulent feelings'' in his cousin, who improvised
words to accompany it for performance pieces they called ``musical stories.'' Cousin Garth
Fugard, a troubled man 14 years Athol's senior, prompted much more ambivalent emotions;
during his periodic visits, proclamations of turning over a new leaf were inevitably followed by
drinking binges. The key to Garth's alcoholism and inability to settle down finally emerged when
he confessed to his cousin that he was a homosexual; Athol, realizing that he had already
guessed this, had his ``first experience of that most essential of all writers' faculties--intuition.''
This connection of a personal moment with ruminations on the creative process is typical of the
book, which is neither a full-fledged memoir nor a sustained examination of how his plays



evolved, but a rather uneven mix of the two. There are some lovely, evocative descriptions of the
South African town Port Elizabeth and its gloomy lower-middle-class residents; touching
portraits of Fugard's parents; and interesting accounts of the autobiographical elements in works
from The Blood Knot to Master Harold . . . and the Boys. As was the case with Notebooks
(1984), readers need to be quite familiar with Fugard's plays to gain much enlightenment from
his unelaborated comments about their sources. In addition, distinguished though his career as
a dramatist unquestionably is, there's a faintly smug, self-satisfied tone to many of his musings
about writing that only underscores the sketchy nature of the insights offered here. Good enough
to intrigue Fugard's admirers, but not good enough to draw in anyone else. (photos, not seen) --
Copyright ©1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved. --This text refers to the hardcover
edition.ReviewFor those who have already absorbed a wider slice of life in Afrikaner Port
Elizabeth from his plays, Cousins: A Memoir will be an interesting addendum, and Fugard's fans
will appreciate the frequent notes on the origins of certain characters and scenes. -- The New
York Times Book Review, Lisa Michaels --This text refers to the hardcover edition.From the Back
CoverIn Cousins, South African playwright Athol Fugard has written his most moving and
personal work to date. Illustrated with numerous family photographs, this deceptively simple
memoir examines the author's life from his earliest childhood memories through his days as an
accomplished playwright. The story of his relationship with his two male cousins provides the
young Fugard with the grist for what was to become an art steeped in the history and turmoil of
South Africa under apartheid. The result is a unique look at one of the world's greatest
playwrights and the interior landscape of a literary artist's mind. --This text refers to the
hardcover edition.About the AuthorThe New Yorker has said of Athol Fugard, "A rare playwright,
who could be a primary candidate for either the Nobel Prize in Literature or the Nobel Peace
Prize." His major works for the stage include: Blood Knot; "Master Harold"...and the boys; My
Children! My Africa!; A Lesson from Aloes; The Road to Mecca; Valley Song; and The Captain's
Tiger. --This text refers to the hardcover edition.Read more
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M. Burke Walker, “TERRIFIC memoir about a writer's life and the multiple sources of his art.
Excellent book. Also brief and to the point. I recommend it to anyone with an interest in Fugard,
his plays, or just writing.”

Joanne H. Schwarz, “Four Stars. Added to my knowledge of Fugard. Just what I wanted.”

The book by Athol Fugard has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 2 people have provided feedback.
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